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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to derive and test the significance of accounting and
financial items in explaining the possibility of a firm becoming a target .The sample is
drawn from U.K. acquisitions during the period 1987-2002 and the objective is to
estimate statistical models for prediction of acquisition targets. The applied model is a
binary-logit model, with variables expressed on firm level. The sample covers a broad
cross section of firms of different sizes and in different industries. The results indicate
that the targets are poor performance companies, with high leverage but high growth
prospects. The last two years’ accounting and financial figures, the percentage change
between them, in combination with the P/E ratio are significant in estimating the
financial status of the company and the possibility of a firm to be taken over. This
study’s results could be helpful for companies seeking to acquire other firms, providing
a guide regarding the accounting and financial position of the possible targets.

Researcher: Maria Papadopoulou.
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DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

VALUATION & RESEARCH SPECIALISTS (VRS) is an independent firm
providing advanced equity research, quality valuations and value-related advisory
services to local and international business entities and / or communities. VRS
services include valuations of intangible assets, business enterprises, and fixed
assets. VRS's focus business is in providing independent equity research to its
institutional and retail clients / subscribers.

VRS is not a brokerage firm and does not trade in securities of any kind. VRS is
not an investment bank and does not act as an underwriter for any type of
securities.

VRS accepts fees from the companies it covers and researches (the “covered
companies”), and from major financial institutions. The sole purpose of this policy
is to defray the cost of researching small and medium capitalization stocks which
otherwise receive little research coverage. In this manner VRS can minimize fees
to its clients / subscribers and thus broaden investor’s attention to the “covered
companies.”

VRS analysts are compensated on a per-company basis and not on the basis of
their recommendations. Analysts are not allowed to solicit prospective “covered
companies” for research coverage by VRS and are not allowed to accept any fees
or other consideration from the companies they cover for VRS. Analysts are also
not allowed to trade in the shares, warrants, convertible securities, or options of
companies they cover for VRS.

Furthermore, VRS, its officers, and directors cannot trade in shares, warrants,
convertible securities or options of any of the “covered companies.” VRS accepts
payment for research only in cash and will not accept payment in shares,
warrants, convertible securities or options of “covered companies” by no means.

To ensure complete independence and editorial control over its research, VRS
follows certain business practices and compliance procedures, which are also
applied internationally. Among other things, fees from “covered companies” are
due and payable prior to the commencement of research and, as a contractual
right, VRS retains complete editorial control over the research process and the
final equity analysis report.

Information contained herein is based on data obtained from recognized statistical
services, issue reports or communications, or other sources, believed to be
reliable. However, such information has not been verified by VRS, and VRS does
not make any representation as to its accuracy and completeness. Opinions,
estimates, and statements nonfactual in nature expressed in its research
represent VRS’s judgment as of the date of its reports, are subject to change
without notice and are provided in good faith and without legal responsibility. In
addition, there may be instances when fundamental, technical and quantitative
opinions, estimates, and statements may not be in concert. Neither the information
nor any opinion expressed shall constitute an offer to sell or a solicitation of an
offer to buy any shares, warrants, convertible securities or options of “covered
companies” by no means.
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